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Abstract:

Femicide, the act of killing a woman or girl because of her gender, represents the

most severe form of violence against women and is deeply rooted in the pervasive

gender inequality ingrained in society
1
. The UNWomen reported that in 2021 45,000

women and girls worldwide fell victim to femicide at the hands of intimate partners

or family members, translating to more than five of these tragic incidents occurring

every hour. The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) states that 706

cases of femicide, or 2.64 cases per 100,000 women, occurred in Kenya in 2021; even

more distressing is the fact that within the first 26 days of January 2024, 12 women

have already lost their lives to this form of violence in Kenya
2

Media frequently cover femicides, employing various frames in their reporting of

these tragic acts of violence against women
3
. This research explores the framing and

media portrayal of six reported femicide cases in January 2024 in Kenyan internet

press articles. The research methodology used in this study includes media framing

analysis and thematic content analysis
4
. We investigate the research's findings,

looking at the features of media coverage and content surrounding the six femicides

that occurred in Kenya, identifying the mainframes that the media used to report on

these incidents, and determining whether or not they used perpetrator-centric or

victim-blaming narratives. Furthermore, we evaluate how the media portrays these

crimes against women—whether as isolated cases or in the context of larger societal

problems—to determine whether or not they raise public awareness and encourage

social responsibility about femicides in Kenya.
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